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Michael advises clients on various insurance-related matters,
including complex coverage disputes, litigation strategy, and
insurance regulatory compliance.

Practices Offices Phone Email

Complex Litigation New York 212.457.5456 michael.phillips@afslaw.com

Insurance & Reinsurance

Michagel’ s practice centers on complex insurance and reinsurance disputes, representing clientsin
federal and state courts as well asin arbitrations. He guides clients through high-stakes coverage

Educati O_n ) matters, drawing on his combined courtroom and arbitration experience and his background handling
St. John's University School of Law, JD, cum laude,, disputes involving reinsurance, and also property and casualty, political risk, and trade credit

2020 insurance. He manages all stages of litigation, which includes overseeing discovery, drafting
Gettysburg College, BA, cum laude , 2017 dispositive and procedural motions, and negotiating settlements.

Michagel’ s practice also includes regulatory counseling, with experience advising clients on
reinsurance intermediary broker licensing and related regulatory issues in multiple states.

Previous Work

Prior to joining ArentFox Schiff, Michael was an Associate at alaw firm in New Y ork, where he
represented insurers and reinsurers in awide-range of complex insurance and reinsurance coverage
disputes. Before entering private practice, Michael served as a Judicial Intern in the United States
District Court for the Southern District of New Y ork. He also served as a Judicial Internin the
Commercial Division of the New Y ork State Supreme Court, New Y ork County.

Publications, Presentations & Recognitions

Publications

— Co-author, “ Safford v. IBM: Why New Y ork Federal Courts May Not Confirm Y our Arbitration
Award,” ARIASU.S Quarterly, Q1 2025

Life Beyond the Law


https://lifespanlaw.com/locations/new-york
tel:212.457.5456
mailto:michael.phillips@afslaw.com
https://lifespanlaw.com/services/complex-litigation
https://lifespanlaw.com/services/insurance-reinsurance

Outside of work, Michael enjoys traveling, spending time outdoors — whether running, hiking, or
skiing — and supporting his hometown teams, the Buffalo Bills and Buffalo Sabres.
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